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TO: See Distribution 


1. Transmitted herewith is the following supplemental material 
which is to be incorporated into the estimate entitled dir Order of 
Battle, Communist Forces, Far East, originally published by this 
headquarters under date of 1 September 1953: 

a. Revised distribution listing (page 2 of basic letter). 
b. Revised page 1 of Table of Contents, 


c. Revised Part I, Air Order of Battle, Communist Forces in 
China~Manchuria-Korea,. 


ad. Revised Annex 1, Part II, Deployment of Operational Air- 
eraft, China-Manchuria-Koerea, 


2. Revised portions will be removed from basic document end de- 
stroyed in ‘accordance with current directives, Certificate of de- 
struction is not required by this headquarters, 


3. Upon removal of Inclosures 1, 2, 3, and 4 the classification 
of this letter will be downgraded to Confidential. 
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The aircraft strength of the combined Comnunist forces in 
China-Manchuria-Korea is presently estimated at 2440, indicating 
an increase of 60 aircraft over the previous FEAF estimate of 
1 September 1953, This strength increase is attributed to 
additional jet light bombers (I1-28s) which are considered to 
have been turned over to the CCAF by the Soviet Union. It 
appears evident that one light bomber division is now in llan- 
churia for conversion to this new equipment. Consequently, the 
GCaF jet light bomber count now stands at 120 I1-28s. The only 
other CCAF changes that have been firmly supported are the with- 
drawal of 85 jet fighters from Manchuria to East China, and the 
activation of the 3d Naval Air Division. Thus far, the new 
Naval air unit has evidenced no aircraft strength; it probably 
is undergoing the early stages of acquiring trained personnel, 
largely from among graduates of the Naval Air School at Weihsisn, 
prior te the assignment of aircraft, 


Significant within the North Korean Air Force (NKAF) has 
been the movement of the majority of its units and aircraft into 
North Korea from Manchurian vases. The aircraft strength of 
that ferce is believed to have remained relatively stable since 
the Korean armistice. 


It is considered that Russian fighter units are continuing 
their stay in Manchuria with an average strength comparable to 
that estimated to have been maintained during the latter months 
ef the Korean air war. Soviet dir Force units based in the 
Port Arthur-Dairen Area of Lisotung Peninsula are discussed in 
the Soviet Far East portion of this study, Part II. 


The following tables present this over-all operational 
aircraft strength by nationality breakdown (Table 1) and de- 
ployment of the aircraft by military district (Table 2). Esti- 
mated deployment of aircreft by airfield is reflected on the 
chart which appears as ANNEX 1, 
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TABLE 1 

OVER-ALL AIRCRAFT STRENGTH BY NATIONALITY 
TYPE _ACFT CCAF USSR NKAF TOTAL BY TYEE 
Fighter _ 

Jet 760 425 170 1355 

Piston 175 10 50 235 
Light Bember ; 

Jet 120 o | 40 160 

Piston 250 0 30 280 
Medium Bomber 10 0 0 10 
Ground Attack 170 0 50 220 
Transport 180 0 0 180 
TOTAL BY 

_ NATIONALITY* 1665 435 340 244,0 


* Not included are between 400-500 trainer and operational 
type aircraft estimated to be utilized within CCaF training units, 
plus an estimated 50 such types assigned to the NKAF training 
establishment. Also not included are aircraft of Soviet Air 
Force units located in the Port Arthur-Dairen area of Liaotung 
Peninsula; this strength is included in the separate estimate of 
the Soviet Air Force, Part II, and deployment is indicated on 
ANNEX 2. 
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TABLE 2 


DEPLOYMENT OF AIRCRAFT 
BY MILITARY DISTRICT 


MILITARY FIGHTER BOMBER G/A TRANS TOTAL 
DISTRICT (MD) Jet Ptn Light Med BY wD 
: Jet __Ptn 





NE*(Manchuria) 740 80 100 45 0 50 - 90 1105 
N (China) . wo 0O- 60 oO 10 50 30 290 
E (China) 170 95 Oo 150 o 8670 ) 485 
S&G (China) 135 10 0 8 fe) 0 10 240 
SW (China) Oo 0 0 


North Korea 170 50 Oo. O 0 50 0 270 





TOTAL AaCrT: 1355 235 160 280 10 220 180 2440 


* Notes NE MD (Manchuria) count includes 425 jet fighters 
and 10 piston fighters of Russian subordination, 
and 40 jet light bombers and 30 piston light bombers 
of the NKAF which are considered to have remained 
in Manchuria. 
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1. CCAF OVER-ALL AIRCRAFT STRENGTH 


The Chinese Communist Air Force (CCAF) is currently 
estimated to have a strength of 1665 aircraft in its opera- 
tional units, plus an additional 400-500 aircraft specifically ° 
assigned to training functions. This strength, by type air- 
craft, is as follows: 


760 Jet Fighters (MIG-15s, including an unknown number 
of "Bis" type): 


175 Piston Fighters (mainly Yak-9p, La-9 and La-11 types) 
120 Jet Light Bombers (I1-28s) 

250 Piston Light Bombers (Tu-2s) 

10 Medium Bombers (Tu-4s) 

170 Ground Attack (I1-10s) 

180 Transports (mainly Li-2s, I1-12, and lighter types) 
400-500 Trainers (Yak-18s, PO-2s, I1-10s and operational 
or trainer versions of the piston and jet 

fighters and bombers listed above) 


There are 26 identified CCAF divisions, four independent 
air regiments, and three naval air divisions within the organi- 
zational structure of the’ Chinese Communists' air components. 

The 26 divisions are composed of 12 jet fighter, 2 piston fighter, 
1 mixed jet and piston fighter, 4 ground attack, 2 jet light 
bomber, 3 piston light bomber and .2 transport divisions. The 
four independent regiments consist of 2 piston fighter regiments, 
1 medium bomber regiment, and 1 transport unit. Both piston 
fighter and piston light bomber aircraft appear to be utilized 
within the lst and 2d Naval Air Divisions, while the 3d is not 
known to have acquired aircraft as of the present time. 


Deployment of CC4F and Naval air units, as indicated 
below, shows a majority of the jet fighter aircraft to have re- 
mained in Manchuria (NE MD) since the cessation of Korean hostil- 
ities, although there has been indicated a trend toward moving 
some of this force into China proper. The only jet bomber (11-28) 
division that is considered trained for combat has remained rela- 
tively far to the north (Tsitsihar - Peiping) since its inception 
in November 1952, but is within combat radius of the Korean 
Peninsula. An additional light bomber unit is presently be- 
lieved to te unjergoing the initial stages of conversion to jet 
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aircraft at Lungchiang (Tsitsihar). The deployment of Chinese 
Communist aircraft by military district is estimated to be as 
follows: 





FIGHTER BOMBER G/A TRANS TOTAL 
Jet Ptn Light Med 
Jet __Ptn 

NE MD* 315 70 60 15 50 90 600 
(Manchuria) 
Nw 140 60 10 50 30 290 
E MD 170 «95 150 70 485 
S&C ID 135 10 85 10 240 


SH WD 50 50 


49 
* This force is augmented by 425 jet fighters and #3 piston 
fighters estimated to be in the Russian air units deployed in 
the Mukden-Antung complex, and does not include Soviet air 
strength on Liaotung Peninsula. (Reference ANNEX 2) 


The Soviet's intent to continue the program of modern- 
izing and increasing the capabilities of the CO4F has been re- 
vealed through recent evidence that the 10th Air Division is 
now converting to I1-28 jet light bombers at Tsitsihar's Lung- 
chiang Airfield, Manchuria. This division, formerly equipped 
with Tu-2s, apparently transferred to Lungchiang soon after the 
CCAF 8th Division moved from Tsitsihar to Peiping with its 60 
Tl-28s in July or August 1953. While there is a lack of positive 
information concernin, the exact number of I1-28s which have been 
turned over by Russia to re-equip this division, it is considered 
that a minimum of 60--a number comparable to that of the Sth Air 
Division--has been assigned. Gonsequently, the estimated jet 
light bomber strength of the CC4F currently stands at 120 I1-28s,. 
Although the CCAF 10th Division has been known to have only two 
regiments, the 28th and 30th, there have been recent indications 
of a 29th or "mid" regiment in the organization. The existence 
of this regiment, if confirmed, would strongly suggest that the 
number of aircraft tr the 10th Air Division eventually may be 
increased. 
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There are two other significant changes which have 
occurred in the Chinese Communist air order of battle since 
FEAF's estimate of 1 September 1953. One is the withdrawal 
of &5 jet fighters from Manchuria to the East Military Dis- 
trict cof China, and the. other is the acceptance of the 3d 
Naval Air Division, also in East China. These changes are 
discussed in more detail under the appropriate portion of . 
section Be2, 
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2e CCAF AIRCRAFT DEPLOYMENT BY AIRFIELD AND MILITARY DISTRICT 


(Notes 


Ge 


Where air units are known to be located in the 
area, but the exact disposition by airfield is 
unknown, the most probable airfield, of those - 
considered, has been selected.) 


Northeast MD 


Jet Ftn Light Med 


AIRFIEID. |. FIGHTER BOMBER G/A TRANS TOTAL 





ANTUNG 
4,001/12417 


KATYUAN 
4231/12359 


LALIN 
4514/12652 


MUKDEN 
Mukden W 


Jet Ftn 


magne tis 





30 50 


4150/12318 
Mukden E 


4147/12329 
Mukden N 


4152/12326 
SSUPINGCHIEH 


4310/12416 


TAKUSHAN 
3953/12333 


TAPAO 
4032/1241, 


TATUNGKOU 
3956/12408 
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a. Northeast iD (cont'd) 





AIRFIELD FIGHTER ‘BOMBER G/k TRANS TOTAL 
Jet Ptn Light Med 
Jet __Ptn 

TENGAOPAO * * i * 
(Anshan) 
4106/12248 
TSITSIBAR 75 

Lungchiang S 60 15 

4718/12356 

Yamentun 

4716/12354 
Yungehi * * 
4353/1263 
Unlocated : 90 90 
TOTAL CCAF: *315 ¥*70 60 15 O 50 90 *600 
RUSSIAN : *425 *10 *435 
TOTAL ACFT 

IN NE MD: 740 80 60 15 0 50 90 1035 


* The estimated 315 .JIG-15s and 70 piston fighters 
of the CCAF, and an additional 425 MIG-15s and 10 piston fighters 
of the Russian air units in Manchuria (NE MD), are based in the 
Mukden-Antung area of Manchuria. The asterisk (*) in the air- 
craft type column denotes those airfields-in that area which, 
according to past operations, are believed to be the bases of 
these fighters. However, the exact number of aircraft on each 
airfield cannot presently be determined. It is considered that 
some redeployment of aircraft strength, particularly from the 
Manchuria/Korea border airfields, has occurred since the cessa- 
tion of hostilities in Korea. 
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The aircraft strength in Manchuria has been changed 
by the addition of 60 11-28 jet light bombers at Tsitsihar 
(Lungchiang S Airfield) and the withdrawal of 85 jet fighters 
from the Mukden-Antung area to East China. 


It is believed that the CCAF l0th Division, former- 
ly equipped with Tu-2 aircraft, is presently undergoing transition 
in I1-28s at Tsitsihar's Lungchiang South Airfield. The accept- 
ance of Lungchiang as an excellent transition base, the July- 
August movement of the CCAF 8th Division (11-28 equipped) from 
Tsitsihar to Peiping, and the recently reported move of the 10th 
Air Division from Nanking to Tsitsihar, indicate the type of 
activity believed to be now in progress at Lungchiang. This is 
further supported by a flight of 10 11-28s reportedly enroute 
from Chita to Lungchiang on 15 September 1953. On the basis of 
the CCAF 8th Division 11-28 strength of 60 aircraft, which it has 
maintained since November-December 1952, it is considered that an 
equal number of jet light bombers has been turned over to the 
10th Air Division for the complete conversion of that unit. It 
is believed that the Tu-2 aircraft formerly utilized by the divi- 
sion were left at Nanking for reassignment to other understrength 
CCAF piston bomber units, The few Tu-2s at Lungchiang were 
possibly left there by the 8th Air Division when it moved to 
Peiping and have now been assigned to the 10th dir Division. 


The CCAF 12th Division, with approximately 60 HIG-l5s, 
apparently moved from Liaoyang, Manchuria, to Tunghsien, near 
Peiping, prior to mid-October 1953, and has since been redeployed 
to the East MD). A confidential source has reported the transfer 
of a partial regiment of the 12th Air Division from Tunghsien to 
Hangchow on 15 October, indicating one regiment may presently be 
based there, Other sources indicate that the entire division 
‘moved from Tunghsien and is now located at Chienou (2703N/ 
11818E), However, in view of conflicting reports and the lack 
of conclusive evidence, the l2th Air Division (60 MIG-15s) is 
presently accepted as "“unlocated within the East MD." 


The 42nd dir Regiment (25 MIG-15s), CC4F 14th 
Division, apparently returned from Tapao to its home base, 
Liuting Airfield, near Tsingtao in East China. This regiment, 
while in Manchuria, was thought to be the "4lst" Air Regiment, 
However, it now appears that the 41st Regiment has been based at 
Liuting Airfield for some time, while the 42m participated in 
the air war over Korea. 
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be. North MD 


AIRF IEID FIGHTER BOMBER G/aA TRANS TOTAL 
Jet Ptn Light Med 
Jet Ptn 


PEIPING 30 115 
Lantienchang 
3958/11615 
Nanyuan 60 
3947/11623 
Tunghsien 25 
3949/11641 


SHIHCHIAGHUANG ¥*40 10 50 
3804/1127 


TANGSHAN NW 50 50 
3940/11831 


YANGTSUN 75 75 
3923/11705 


TOTAL ACFT 
IN N MW: 140 «(0 60 8) 10 50 30 290 


* MIG-15s at Shihchiachuang may possibly belong to 
the training establishment; however, until this can be substanti- 
ated, they will be carried in the "operational unit" category 
although unit subordination is unknown. 


There has been no firm evidence of strength changes 
in the North MD since the CCAF 8th Division moved from iianchuria 
to Peiping in July or August 1953. 
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c. East ND 


AIRF IBID FIGHTER BOMBER G/A TRANS TOTAL 
Jet Ptn Light Med 
Jet Ptn 





CIIAOHSIEN (Navy) 10 20 30 
3619/12000 


HANGCHOW 30 30 
3019/12013 


HSUCHOU 70 70 
3414/1174 


LIUTING 60 60 
3616/12023 


NANKING 110 110 
Tachiaochang | 
3200/11848 


SHANGHAT * 110 
Chiangwan 50 820 
3120/12130 
Hungchiao 
3113/12121 
Lunghua (Navy) 20 20 
3110/12127 
Tachang 
3119/12125 


WHU ; 15 15 
3123 /11823 


Unlocated 60 60 








een neem fam: 


TOTAL ACFT 
IN E iD: 170 95 QO 1590 0 70 8) ihe! 


* Possibly an unknown number of transports at 
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ce, East M (cont'd) 


Shanghai. Lunghua Airfield at Shanghai appears to be the most 
suitable base for the Ist Naval air Division and the facility « 
has a connecting seaplane station. However, of the three re- 
maining airfields in the Shanghai area, it has not been deter- 
mined which is/are utilized by CCAF units; Chiangwan is accepted 
as the most probable in view of recent reports of MIG activity 
there. 


The aircraft strength in the East MD of China has 
been increased by 85 jet fighters which were withdrawn from 
Manchuria since the cessation of hostilities in Korea. 


There is evidence that the COsF 12th Division, with 
an estimated 60 MIG-15s, has moved from Liaoyang, Manchuria, to 
East China. The division is presently accepted only as "un- 
located within the East MD", Another augmentetion in the fighter 
strength of this area is that of the 42nd Regiment, CCAF 14th 
Division, which apparently returned from its wartime base at 
Tapao, with 25 MIG-15s, and is presently. collocated with the 
41st Air Regiment, 14th Air Division, at Liuting Airfield. 
Headquarters 14th Air Division and its 40th Regiment are still 
believed to be collocated at Peiping (North MD). 


The 54th Air Regiment, CCAF 18th Division, previous- 
ly carried as "possibly at Canton", with the 52nd &ir Regiment, 
now appears to be located at Shanghai. 


While the CCAF 10th Division moved from East China 
to Manchuria (Lungchiang Airfield, Tsitsihar), it is believed 
that the bulk of its Tu-2 aircraft were left at Nanking for 
reassignment among the 20th, 23d, and/or 25th Air Divisions, 
currently considered to be somewhat understrength with Tu-2 
aircraft. 


On the basis of recent reports from confidential 
sources, the CCAF 20th Division, formerly carried at Pangfou, is 
now considered to be located at Nanking. This Tu-2 division 
apparently moved to that base when it was determined that the 
10th Air Division would move from there to Manchuria to convert 
to Il-28s, This move of the 20th Sir Division to Nanking, and the 
count of Tue2s believed to have been left there by the 10th Air 
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c. East MW (cont'd) 


Division, substantially augment the aircraft strength on that 
particuler base, but this effects no change in the light bomber 
count of the East MD. The presently accepted Tu-2 strength at 
Nanking should be considered as only tentative since early re- 
assignment of the excess aircraft to other Tu-2 divisions is 
expected, if not already in the process of being accomplished. 


While the 3d Naval Air Division has evidently been 
organized at Weihsien or Chiachsien Airfield, reports have failed 
to substantiate a build-up in aircraft strength in the Chinese 
Communist Naval Air component. However, the new unit doubtless 
will acquire aircraft in the near future, possibly jet types 
(I1-28s and/or MIG~15s) which have thus far not been evidenced 
in the Naval air units. Such a procedure would follow the 
pattern established in Soviet air units--jet equipment, both 
fighters and light bombers, being assigned to Fleet air forces 
after the tactical air armies reached a substantial jet aircraft 
strength, 
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de South and Central MD 





AIRFIEID - FIGHTER BONBER G/A TRANS TOTAL 
Jet Ptn Light Mi 
=, Jet Ftn 

CANTON | 30 
White Cloud 30 

2310/11315 

Tienho 

2308/11319 
CHANGSHA 40 40 
2813/11259 
CHENGHSIEN NE 45 45 
3AL5/LIBAA | 

HANKOW - 65 65 
3036/1115 
KAIFENG 10 10 
3445/1421 

LIUCHOU 10 10 
2416/10923 

NANCHANG 40 40 
2837/11553 
TOTAL ACFT aad 
IN S&C MDs 135 10 fe) 85 0 0 10 240 


There has been no conclusive evidence of a change 
ix aircraft deplcyment in the South and Central MD of China since 
fEAF's estimate of 1 September 1953, 


The (“AF 27th Division has been reported as being 
located at Sui Chuan (2622N/11434E), but the type and number of 
aireraft are unknown factors. The lack of positive information 
precludes acceptance of so much as the location of this division 
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d.. South and Central MD (cont'd) 


at the present time, although it is probable that a 27th Air 
Division does exist. 


6. Southwest ND 


AIRFIELD FIGHTER BOMBER G/h TRANS TOTAL 


Jet Ptn Light Med 
: Jet FPtn 
HS INCHING 50 50 
3025/10350 
TOTAL ACFT 
IN SW MDs 0 0 6) (oe ®) 0 50 50 


There has beer no conclusive evidence of a change 
in aircraft deployment in the Southwest MD of China since FEAF's 
estimate of 1 September 1953. 


3. ORGANIZATION OF THE CCAF (Operational Units) 


The Chinese Communist Air Force (CCAF), is subordinate, 
along with the Army and Navy, to the People's Revolutionary Army 
Headquarters which, in turn, is directly under the People's ite= 
volutionary Military Council in Peiping., The CCAF, with head- 
quarters in Feiping, is oresently commanded by General Liu Ya 
Lou, who, apparently, is assisted by four deputies. The First 
Deputy serves as Chief of Staff, and the other three are in charge 
of Rear Services, Combat Training, and Folitical Affairs. 


In addition to the Peiping headquarters, there appears 
to be a Supreme Allied Command in Iiukden and Antung which is ree 
portedly staffed by Chinese, North Korean, and Russian Air Force 
officers. This combined headquarters was possibly created to 
assume operational control of the conduct of the Korean Air War. 
Subsidiary f:uctions of the wukden-antung unit may be the coord- 
ination of training and the allotment of equipment to the CCAF and 
NKAF by the Soviet Union. The status of this headquarters follow- 
ing the Korean armistice is unknown, but it may be expected to 
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Following are accepted operational units of the CCAF and 


Chinese Communist Naval air components, by location: 


UNIT DESIGNATION LocaTION MILITARY DISTRICT EQUIPMENT 
and &ir Division Shanghai East 

4th Air Regt Shanghai La-11 

6th Air Regt Shanghai MIG=15 
3d Air Division Mukden Northeast 

7th Air Regt Mukden MIG=15 

9th Air Regt Mukden MIG=15 
4th Air Division Takushan Northeast 

10th dir Regt Takushan MIG=15 

12th Air Regt Takushan MIG-15 
5th Air Division Kaiyuan Northeast 

13th Air Regt Kaiyuan T1-10 

15th air Regt Kaiyuan I1-10 
6th Air Division Antung Northeast 

l6th Air Regt Antung MIG-15 

18th Air Regt Antung MIG-15 
7th dir Division Yangtsun North 

19th Air Regt Yangtsun NIG@9 

21st Air Regt Yangtsun MIG-9 
8th Air Division Peiping North 

22nd Air Regt Peiping Teo 

24th Air Regt Feiping I1-28 
9th Air Division Lalin Northeast 

25th Air Regt Lalin . La-9/11 

27th Air Regt Ssupingchieh La-9/11 
10th Air Division Lungchiang Northeast 

28th Air Regt Lung chiang 11-28 

30th Air Regt Lung chiang I1-28 
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Accepted operational units of the CCAF and Naval air (cont'd) 


UNIT DESIGNATION 





lith Air Division 
31st Air Regt 
33rd Air Regt 


12th air Division 
34th Air Regt 
36th Air Regt 


13th Air Division 
37th air Regt 
39th Air Regt 


lth air Division 
40th Air Regt 
Alst Air Regt 
42nd Air Regt 


15th air Division 
43rd Air Regt 
45th Air Regt 


16th Air Division 
46th Air Regt 
48th Air Regt 


17th air Division 
49th Air Regt 
‘51st Air Regt 


18th air Division 
52nd Air Regt 
54th Air Regt 


19th Air Division 
55th Air Regt 
57th air Regt 


LOCATION 


Hsuchou 
Hsuchou 
Hsuchou 


Unlocated 
Unlocated 
Unlocated 


Hsinching 
Hsinching 
Hsinching 


Peiping 
Peiping 
Liuting 
Liuting 


Tapao 
Tapao 
Tapao 


Takushan 
Takushan 
Takushan 


Tatungkou 
Tatungkou 
Tatungkou 


Canton 
Canton 
Shanghai 


Hankow 
Hankow 
Hankow 
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Kast 


fast 
Hast 
East 


Southwest 


North 


Last 


Northeast 


Northeast 


Northeast 


South Central 


Bast 


South/Central 
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I1-10 


MIG~15 
MIG=15 


Tls12, Lise 
Tl- 12 3 Li-2 


MIG-15 
WIG=15 


MIG-15 
MIG-15 


MIG-15 
MIG=15 


MIG-15 
MIG=15 


wiG=-15 
MIG=15 


MIG-+9 
MIG-9 


I-E=17 
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Accepted operational units of the CCAF and Naval air (cont'd) 


UNITL DESIGNATION LOCATION MILITARY DISTRICT EQUIPMENT 
20th Air Division Nanking East 
58th Air Regt Nanking Tu=2 
60th Air Regt Nanking Tu-2 


2lst Air Division Shanghai (poss) East 


61st Air Regt Shanghai (poss) Poss trans 

63rd Air Regt Shanghai (poss) Poss trans 
2end Air Division Hsuchou East 

64th Air Regt Hsuchou I1-10 

66th Air Regt Hsuchou I1-10 
23rd Air Division Changsha South/Central 

67th Air Regt Changsha Tu-2 

69th Air Regt Changsha Tu=2 
24th Air Division Nanchang South/Central 

70th Air Regt Nanchang MIG-15 

Tand dir Regt Nanchang MIG-15 
25th Air Division Chenghsien South/Central 

73rd Air Regt Chenghsien Tu=-2 

75th Air Regt Chenghsien Tu=2 
26th Air Division Liuchou South/Central 

76th Air Regt Liuchou La-9/11 

78th Air Regt Liuchou La-9/11 
28th air Division Tangshan North 

82nd Air Regt Tangshan T1-10 

84th Air Regt Tangshan Il-10 
ist Independent 

Air Regt Wuhu East La-9/11 
2nd Independent 

Air Regt Hangchow East La-9/11 
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Accepted operational units of the CCAF and Naval air, (cont'd) 











UNIT DESIGNATION LOCATION MILITARY DISTRICT EQuipMant 
3rd Independent ‘ 
Air Regt Peiping North Ti-12, Li-2 
4th Independent 
air Regt Shihchiachuang North Tu-4 
. 1st Naval Air 
Division Shanghai East Tu-2, La-9/11 
2nd Naval Air ; 
Division Chiaohsien East Tu-2, La+9/11 
3rd Naval Air 
Division Weihsien/ Bast None 
Chiaohsien confirmed 
SECRET 
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GC, RUSSIAN AIR UNITS IN MANCHURIA 


As stated in FEAF's estimate of 10 June 1953, approxi- 
mately 425 jet fighters and 10 piston fighters of the Soviet Air 
Force are believed to be assigned to unidentified Russian air 
units operating in Manchuria. While these units have not been 
identified as subordinate to any of the major USSR air organi- 
zations of the Far East, they are considered to be completely 
manned by Russian personnel and probably are under the over-all 
control of Soviet Far East Air Headquarters, with direct opera- 
tional control in Manchuria maintained by the Supreme Allied 
Command in Mukden and Antung. Their mission in Manchuria prior 
to the Korean armistice is believed to have been largély that 
of augmenting the combat potential of the Communist forces in 
Korea, There is no information to indicate a withdrawal of these 
units from Manchuria since the cessation of hostilities in Korea, 
but. there have been reports that certain units were to be re- 
deployed to different airfields than those from which they cper- 
ated in recent months, The 435 fighter aircraft are presently 
carried only within the area from Mukden southward to Antung, 
exact airfields unknown, Bases utilized by these units in the 
past are believed to be Antung, Tengaopao (Anshan), lfukden North, 
Tatungkou, and Tapao,. 


If reports are true that Russian pilots flew fifty per 
cent or more of the combat missions over Korea during the recent 
conflict, it is probable that they sustained a large portion of 
the combat losses inflicted by UNC Sabrejets. However, it is 
considered that the Soviet Union did not hesitate to replace 
aircraft lost through combat and normal operations--that an aver- 
age of 435 fighters was maintained in operational status at all 
times, This ready replacement of Russian aircraft was verified 
by the North Korean pilot who defected to the side of the UNC in 
September 1953, It was his estimate that the Russians flew fifty 
per cent of the sorties over Korea and sustained sixty per cent 
of the losses; another source has indicated that the Russians 
flew a "majority" of the combat sorties. 


Of interest is a considerable amount of additional in- 
formation which was related by the North Korean defector. He 
stated that, when the war in Korea began, it soon became obvious 
that the Americans had air superiority over land and sea. This 
was "depressing" and contradicted the Kussians' claim that they 
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C. RUSSIAN AIR UNITS IN MANCHURIA (cont'd) 


were the greatest force in the world in ground and air warfare. 
Consequently, to save face and raise the state of morale of the 
Conmunist forces, the Russians were committed to continue their 
effort of proving their superiority. Russian pilots were pro- 
hibited from flying over territory south of the Chongchon River 
and from making over-water flights off the coast of Korea; it 
waa feared that they might fall into hands of the UNC. Extreme 
secrecy was placed upon their activities in Manchuria and the 
equipment of their aircraft; the Russian personnel always wore 
Chinese uniforms with no insignia. 


It is estimated that Russian personnel in Manchuria, 
assigned to the Soviet's operational units in that area, approx- 
imate a totel of 5,000. One source estimated the regimental 
strength at 500, including ground crews and a minimum of 35 
experienced pilots, This source believed that Russian personnel 
were rotated, with personal equipment, once a year; aircraft 
were left in Manchuria for the new crews. 


Aside from these sir units in southern Manchuria are 
the Soviet Air Force elements in the Port Arthur-Dairen area 
of Liaotung Peninsula. Reference is made to PART II of this 
volume for an estimate of the aircraft strength of those Soviet 
air units. 
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D. THE NORTH KOREAN AIR FORCE 


ry 


1. ATRCRAFT STRENGTH 


Since FEAFts estimate of 1 September 1953, a 
considerable amount of additional information has been 
obtained regarding the North Korean Peoplets Army Air 
Force, hereafter referred to as simply the North Korean 
Air Force (NKAF). However there appears no basis for 
revising the estimated aircraft strength figures for the 
operational units of that component. The current esti- 
mate stands at 340 operational aircraft, including 170 jet 
fighters, 50 piston fighters, O jet light bombers, 30 
piston light bombers, and 50 ground attack aircraft. Not 
included in the above operational unit strength are some 
50 aircraft assigned to the training establishment, as 
well as approximately 50 light trainer types, previously 
unidentified, which appear to be maintained within one 
regiment, possibly for utilization in a "night intruder" 
role as well as for certain liaison or utility functions, 

A portion of these aircraft (Yak-1&s and Po-2s) were at 
least temporarily deployed in the Pyongyang-Sariwon Area 

of North Korea to carry out harassing attacks on UN 
positions prior to the Korean armistice. Thus, the over- 
all NKAF aircraft strength approximates lO, of which 30 
are assigned to operational units which specifically pose 

an offensive and/or defensive potential, Aircraft strength, 
by type, is as follows: 


Operational: 170 MIG-15s (at least 100 are "Bis" 
type with VK~1, 6000 pound thrust, 
engine) 


50 Yak-9p and La-11 piston fighters 


lO I1-28s (possibly 2 additional 
U-I1-28s) ("U" denotes trainer) 


30 Tue2s 


SO Il-l0s (ground attack) 
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Aircraft Strength, by type (cont'd) 


Trainer Types: 


10th Air School - 40 Yak-18s, 
Yak-lls, UYak-Sa, Yak-9s, 
ULa-9s, La-%s, Il-10s, and 
Po~2s, 10 MIG-15s and UMIG-l5s. 


Liaison /Night 


Intiuder 25 Pox2s 
Regiment 25 Yak-18s 
SECRET 
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2. ORGANIZATION 


The North Korean Air Force, which moved its head- 
quarters from Sinuiju to Pyongyang early in August 1653, is 
presently commanded by Lieutenant General Wang Yon. The 
Vice Commander is Major General Lee Hwal and the Chief of 
Staff is Song Moon Hwan (rank unknown). During the Korean 
War, a Supreme Allied Headquarters was organized. at Mukden 
with a Joint Operations Center (JOC) at Antung. While this 
center appeared to be operated by the Chinese Communists, 
reports indicate that it was actually controlled by the 
Russians, Soviet advisors were in the joint CCAF-NKAF 
section of the control center at all times, and close co- 
ordination was maintained ‘between this section ana the 
Soviet Air Force section housed in a nearby building. 

The mission of this unit apparently was the coordination 
anc direction of the combined Communist air effort in 
Korea, for the command included staffs of the NKAF, CCAF, 
and Soviet Air Force, The Supreme Headquarters reportedly 
controlled the commitment of all aircraft to combat, 


Near the close of hostilities in Korea (July 1953), 
the NKAF consisted of four operational divisions, numbered 
1, 2, 3, and 10, plus an Auxiliary Regiment of piston 
fighter, ground attack, and trainer aircraft, This unit 
hhad been the recipient of older aircraft discarded by other 
NKAF regiments, At approximately the time of the armistice, 
however, the 10th Air Division was redesignated the 4th Air 
Division, and out of the Auxiliary Regiment was formed the 
5th Air Division, The former 11th Air Division had been 
redesignated the "3rd" in November 1952 when it acquired 
the MIG-15s which were réplaced by the newer MIG-15 "Bis" 
in the lst Air Division. 


At the present time, there are believed to be 

five (5) operational air divisions in the NKAF, comprised of 
eleven (11) regiments. These include three divisions - the 
lst, 2d, and 3rd - of MIG-15s, with two regiments in each 
division; one bomber division - the 4th - with one regiment 
of Tl-28s and one of Tu-28; and one division - the ‘th - 

with two operational regiments, one of piston fighters (Yak-Cs 
and La-9s) and one of Il1-10 ground attack aircraft, plus 
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ele eon Bes (nat: included ans pare iene! unit. 
_ > -adreraft. strength‘ total), It “is believed that, should .- 
aka air Sivision, ‘be. foe Ate Would become the 6th, 


. ; “The. tue veeinenis. of oo division ek: Pers Ms 
he: ne either referred to as:the lst. and 2d Regi- ."- 
ments of that division (4. €., lst Air Regiment, 1st air 
Division, etc.) or by specific number, such as the 59th .. 
Pursuit Regiment, with.no reference.to division number, 

-How this sytem of numbering regiments has been formu- 
lated is unknown, There appears to be no consistency in 
numbering since the 59th and 60th Regiments are in the 
1st Air [ivision, the 56th and 58th belong to‘the 2a Air 
Division, the 6Ist and 57th are in the 3rd, and the 36th . 
and 37th telong to the 4th. Alternate designations of 
the three regiments in the newly formed 5th Air Tivision 

_are. presently unknown. In addition, each civision and 
regiment headquarters has a numerical "Army Unit" 
‘designation, hut, here again, the exact method of deter-" 
mining these numbers igs unknown, Thus far, only the ~ 
following such designations have been indicated, -Head- 
quarters NKAF-564th Army Unit; Headquarters lst Air 
Livision - 435th Army Unit; 1st Air Regiment, Ist Air 
Division - 436th Army Unit; and the 2d Air. Pease a ist. 
Air Division - ceria Army Unit. 


The Air Division is the largest sievettonat unit 
in the NKAF. Each NKAF divisicn conteins two regiments 
(except the Sth Air Division which has three regiments), 
each regiment consisting of two battalions of four 
companies each; each company consists cf four aircraft 
(in a jet fighter unit; other units undetermined), 


The NKAF also has a 21st Technical Division,con- 
sisting of thirteen (13) battalicns; one battalicn serves 
each of the 11 air regiments, Headquarters NKAF, and the 
Technical Division Headquarters, itself. The missicn of 
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Be ge See SE these battalions is that. of siperietie airfield con- 
ie . “struction and -maintenance, and the provision. of technical 
~ and” logistical support for the units to which they are- 
: mc assigned, No aircraft are assigned to the techn eat 
: ae tee. Division or. its battalions, ; 


In addition, the 10th Air School at Yenchi 
sotaasay belongs to the NKAF in spite of the fact that, 
in Manchuria, it is referred to as the "10th Air Sehcol 
of the. China Peoples's Liberstion Army." The school 
moved from Korea into Manchuria in July 1950 when UNC 
bombings of North Korean airfields made their position 
untenable. While this schcol by no means fulfills the 
training requirements of the NKAF, it is presently the 
only known organized unit within the NKAF specifically 
designed for training purposes. A few jet fighter/ 
trainers are assigned to the school to supplement the 
flight training acquired in the older piston fighter 
and trainer types. 
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3. DEPLOYMENT OF NKAF UNITS: AND AIRCRAFT 


‘Throughout: most of the Korean ‘War, units of 

’ the NKAF were forced to operate from Manchurian bases; 

North Korean airfields were kept unservicable as a re- 
sult of continuous UNC bembings. ; 


Just prior to the armistice, a concerted ef- 
fort was extended on the part of the Communists to move 
the bulk of this air force, if not its entire strength, , 
into the geographic boundaries of North Korea, 
Apparently some difficulty was encountered, for there 
are indications that a portion of the aircraft did not 
reach Korea until after the deadline for military build 
ups as specified by the terms of the agreement, It is 
presently doubtful that the NKAF 4th Division, with its 

_ Jet and piston light bombers, has completed a move from 
Kungchuling Airfield, Manchuria, although there are 
some indications that headquarters of the division, with 
a few [1-288 and Tu-2s, is based at Uiju, North Korea. 





The following breakdown reflects the organi- 
zational and aircraft deployment of NKAF units, by type 
and by airfield, as far as can be determined from 
current information. 








_UNIT LOCATION AIRCRAFT ASSIGNED 


Headquarters NKAF Pyongyang City * 


Headquarters 21st Pyongyang (suburb) None 
Technical Div 





Ist Air Division 
Headquarters Namsi Airfield | * 


1st Air Regt Namsi Airfield 25 MIG-15 "Bis" 
(59th Pursuit) 


2d Air Regt Sunan Airfield 25 MIiG-15 "Bis" 
(60th Pursuit ) Taechon Airfield 
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UNIT! 





ai Air-Division 2, . 


‘Headquarters. 


“st Air Regt 
(56th Pursuit) 


2d Air Regt 
(58th Pursuit) 


3d Air Division 
. Headquarters 


ist Air Regt 
(6lst Pursuit) 


24 Air Regt 
(57th Pursuit) 


th Air Division 


Headquarters 
Ist Air Regt 
(36th Emr Regt) 


2d Air Regt 
(37th Em Regt) 


5th Air Division 
Headquarters 
U/I Regiment 


U/T Regiment 
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‘Suna Airfield’ ae 


Suman Airfield 


Sunan Airfield/ 
Pyongyang E Afld 


Uiju Airfield 


Namsi Airfield/ 
Uiju Airfield 


Sunan Airfield/ — 
Uiju Airfield 


_ Kungchuling Afld/ 


Uiju Airfield 


Kungchuling Afld 


Kungcehuling Afld 


Pyong-ni Airfield 


Pyong-ni Airfield 


Pyong-ni Airfield 
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“25 MIG-15 "Bis" 


25 MIG-15 "Bis" 


* 


25 MIG-15 


25 MIG-15 


% 
40 11-28 


30 Tue2 


50 La-9, Yak-9p 


50 11-10 
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UNIT. LOCATION** ATRCRAFT ASSIGNED 








UI Utility or Pyong-ni Airfield © 50 Yak-18, Po-2_ 
Night Intruder —_ 
Regt 


10th Air School’ Yenchi Area (Manch): 10 MIG-15 : 
(Or UMIG-15) 

Yenchi North Afld 40 Yak-11, Yak-18, 

Yenchi South Afild UWak-9, Ula-9, 

Tung-shing-yung Yak-9, La-9 

Afld 








NOTE: 20 MIG-15s8 are presently unlocated, but probably 
have been distributed among the three jet figher 
divisions, x 
*One or two Yak-18 and/or Po-2 aircraft are assigned 
to and are co-located with eash division and regiment 
headquarters, 


**The second named airfield is that to which the unit 
reportedly was scheduled to move as scon as the 
facility was made serviceable; all moves possibly were 
completed by mid-October 1953, 
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